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Cycling on Franklin Road 
Whether it’s commuting to and from work, school or university; or 
travelling for leisure – journeys to the city centre are increasing. It’s 
important that as we develop and improve our infrastructure we 
continue to increase the choice people have about how they get 
around. Providing for people who want to travel by bicycle is a key 
element of AT’s strategy for making Auckland a more liveable city.

We intend to develop a connected network of high quality cycle 
routes that connect key neighbourhoods to the City Centre.  We 
will separate people on bicycles from high volume and speed 
motor traffic, thereby enabling Aucklanders to travel safely and 
conveniently by bicycle.

Franklin Road forms a key connection between Ponsonby and 
Wynyard Quarter. Wynyard Quarter is attracting increasing 
numbers of people, particularly famililies, who are choosing to cycle 
there as part of a recreational outing, along with growing numbers 
of people who work in Wynyard Quarter.  

There are increasing numbers of people travel by bicycle to the 
City Centre for work, and Franklin Road will connect Ponsonby and 
Freemans Bay with our proposed cycleway along Victoria Street to 
the new Nelson Street cycleway.

Our last formal update for this project was 
back in December 2014 when we presented a 
summary of the feedback we received during 
the formal engagement period. Since then 
we have been working hard taking on board 
the feedback we received and continuing to 
investigate options while actively engaging 
with stakeholders, including the residents of 
Franklin Road and neighbouring streets.
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What we have been doing 
November 2014 – March 2015

If you have been keeping an eye on the project 
webpage you will have noticed an update in March 
this year. Between November last year and March 
this year we refined previous options and in March 
discussed two refined options with stakeholders 
and the community. Details of these options are 
shown on the website.

At the March meeting the following issues were 
raised by residents:

Whether cycling facilities on Franklin Road 
‘fit’ into a wider cycling network

• Visibility of cyclists when reversing out of 
driveways

• Potential speed of cyclists 

• Management of leaf build up during autumn / 
winter

March – June 2015

Following the meeting in March we have: 

• Considered the role of Franklin Road in the 
development of the strategic cycling network

• Undertaken further investigations to consider 
safety concerns 

• Had external independent safety audits of four 
design concepts

• Considered outcomes from internal and 
external safety audits 

• Discussed progress with the Local Board 

• Agreed design principles for Franklin Road.
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Option C

Option D is an additional option identified as a result of 

the internal safety investigations and site visit.

 

Option D 

 
The following issues were raised through the safety 
audit process:

• Finding a gap to reverse our of properties into 
traffic lane can be challenging

• Vehicles currently wait for a gap either half-way 
across the footpath or on the edge of the traffic 
lane

• High boundary fences, parked vehicles and large 
tree trunks obstruct visibility for residents reversing 
out of driveways 

• The speed of cyclists downhill could be of concern

After consideration of the safety audits Option A and 
B are not being progressed, while Options C and D 
are considered to address most of the concerns raised 
by residents and the safety audits. Based upon these 
options, design principles have been developed. 

The Freemans Bay Primary School has launched 
a school cycling programme which will lead to an 
increasing number of children cycling to and from 
school. It is important that these younger and less 
confident cyclists have a safe space within the road 
corridor where they are separated from higher speed 
vehicles.

We have a duty as road controlling authority to provide 
safe facilities for all road users.  By providing space for 
people on bikes to travel down Franklin Road, adjacent 
to the pavement, we are ensuring that there is safe 
attractive passage for those people that don’t want to 
cycle in moving traffic. 

Safety Audits
Following a site visit and investigations by Auckland 
Transport safety specialists, four options were assessed 
by an independent external safety auditor. 

Options A and B are the same as those presented 
previously and shown on the webpage. 

Option A

Option B

Option C is essentially the existing layout with no 
formal cycling facilities being provided. 

Franklin Road
Improvements 
Project update July 2015

Victoria Street existing (left) and proposed (right) layouts



Page 3

Agreed design principles for 
Franklin Road
As a result of the journey we have been on to date, 
including the safety audits undertaken we have 
confirmed the following design principles which will be 
reflected in development of a design:

• Off-road pedestrian and cycling facilities on both 
sides of Franklin Road

• Recessed parking on both sides of the road

• 4.2m traffic lanes

• Flush median

• Raised speed tables at side roads

• Roundabout at the Franklin Road / Wellington 
Street / England Street intersection  

Leaf fall management
London Plane trees are one of the most deciduous 
trees in Auckland and leaf fall during autumn and early 
winter requires frequent maintenance. In order to 
better address the management of leaf fall on Franklin 
Road we are:

• Investigating the use of a small street sweeper 
which can travel along the new wide pathways 

• Looking at options for the design of the berm which 
helps collect / store leaves so trees get essential 
nutrients 

• Investigating increasing the frequency of leaf 
management and maintenance for two months 
each year.
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Next steps
We are still at the option development stage and over the coming months we will move forward to confirm. To 
assist us in that we will be :

• Forming a Community Liaison Group (CLG) inviting representatives from key stakeholders, including Franklin 
Road residents 

• Using the design principles to progress design to be discussed at the CLG

• Discuss design issues for a preferred option with the CLG 

• Continue to work with service providers to integrate the underground and above ground designs.

Contact us
If you would like further information about the project contact Sharon Hunter, Communications Manager.

Telephone: 09 355 3553  Email: sharon.hunter@aucklandtransport.govt.nz
Freepost: Sharon Hunter, Franklin Rd Improvements, Auckland Transport, Private Bag 92250, Auckland 1142
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